Welcome to the Spring 2017 Makupo Development Group News Update.

Thank you to Makupo's generous supporters and volunteers.

Please add our email address to your address book to help ensure that you receive these Makupo -
Moni Abwenzi Updates. Thanks again for all your support!
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We are so excited to send you an update on the incredible progress that
has been made in Makupo and the surrounding area thanks to your
generosity. Here is a taste. For more details and pictures, please go to our
new website. http://www.makupo.org

THE CLINIC

Despite being operational since April 2016, the Chilanga CCAP Community
Clinic has not been fully accredited by the responsible regulatory bodies,
Medical Council of Malawi, The Poisons and Medicines Board, and the Council of
Nurses and Midwives. The Christian Hospital Association inspected the clinic in
October and recommended a long list of upgrades to qualify for accreditation,
including providing water, electricity, toilets, secure shelving for the
pharmaceuticals, staff houses. As of February 2017 we have been included in
the budgetary agreement between CHAM and the Ministry of Health passed the
key inspection by the Medical Council, and we have done it! We have been
approved by the Medical Council and all other projects are nearing completion,
so we expect to be fully operational with government funding by the middle of
this year.



http://www.makupo.org/

Clinics are being regularly held,
especially for mothers and babies,
specializing in vaccinations and weigh-
ins.
sessions are offered.

In addition, family planning

CHISOMO COMMUNITY HEALTH ORGANIZATION
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Kenny Manda and Tina Mbewe, joint
coordinators of the Village Health
Workers program are working with 45
village health workers in the area. 22
bicycles, donated by Graham
Covington of Engaging Networks, will
be distributed to the Village Health
Workers at a malaria clinic to be held

.. when the Vanier College Nurses arrive

later in March. This will greatly
facilitate the mobility of the VHW who
service over 90 villages. In the
catchment basin around
Chilanga/Makupo.

GREAT NEWS FROM THE SECONDARY SCHOOL

This past year, for the first time in its history, two graduates of Chilanga CDSS
were accepted for tertiary education. This is in part due to the new science

equipment and computers now available in this rural setting. Congratulations to
the students and their teachers.
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PRIMARY SCHOOL

The shelves are installed and the books are

in place. The books generously contributed
from Canada have now been supplemented

by books bought in Malawi, some in English,
some in Chewa.

And, because Chilanga Primary now has a
library, they have been selected to pilot a
project introducing young learners to e-
learning using tablets. An instructional
laboratory has been set up in a small
classroom with 30 Ipads recharged by solar
power and several teachers trained to work
with the Standard One and Two classes.
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PRIMARY SCHOOL CLASSROOFS

The old mission church which housed four classes has been condemned and 600
children spend their days learning outdoors under the trees. Thanks to a generous
donation from AREF, the primary school will soon have two new “classroofs”.
These will be built on cement slabs so that walls can be added at a future date.
Construction will begin shortly. The actual finished Classroofs may use different
materials but below is a copied picture to allow you to visualise the concept.




ENVIRONMENTAL CLUB

The environment club project which started at Chilanga CDSS is expanding
rapidly and currently two secondary and 12 primary schools are involved in
planting and nurturing seedlings. The Chilanga Primary headmaster, Caswell
Ngwira, organised the school body for a special event where 250 seedlings of various
indigenous species were planted in order to establish a local woodlot.

Discussions were undertaken at the schools to encourage the concept of school gardens
as an experimental exercise for inclusion in a multi-disciplinary curriculum and extra-
curricular school activities.

WEBSITE: NEW AND IMPROVED

We have been working hard on updating our website and it is still very much a
work in progress. However, a good website is always a work in progress.
http://www.makupo.or

Check it out and be sure to sign up for our regular mailings

NYUMBA YA ANA

The Makupo Activity and Learning
Centre has been renamed by the young
people who look after it. Nyumba ya
Ana is literally the 'children's house' but
translates in this context as the '"Youth
Centre'. The young women have
enthusiastically taken on the running of
the Centre and on any given day there
will be children reading and drawing at
the Centre or playing netball and soccer
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in the courts around the guesthouse. Jonathan Lynn contributed the money
earned through sales of his latest CD and this allowed the purchase of many
books in Chewa and English as well as educational games and puzzles.

MAKSPEC: WORKING WITH SCHOOLS

MAKSPEC has continued to evolve since it
was founded in 2013. The local Makspec :
Schools Committee consists of 12 schools of

both secondary and primary school y
representatives. Several meetings worked to
organise the inter school athletic '
competitions on March 11 which brought =
together five district schools. We supplied all =
the local schools with a minimum of 2 soccer &
balls, two netballs plus outfitting some
schools with a volleyball net, standards and
balls.

Sports teachers meeting in the Nyumba ya Ana

MAKSPEC: WORKING IN THE COMMUNITY

In the community, there are also
intervillage competitions and
community events such as the
MacArthur fun day beginning of June.
We supplied the newly built Nyumba
ya Ana youth centre with sports and
recreational equipment available for
both the schools and community to
borrow — athletics equipment, soccer
jerseys, pinnies, multipurpose balls for
athletic sports and recreational use,
cones, skipping ropes and more.
Makupo village was outfitted with a
volleyball net and an additional shorter
netball court and lower net for the
younger girls to use. Some days more
than 200 youngsters play around the
Makupo Guesthouse.




MALAWI COMES TO CANADA

For years, Canadian nursing students have been going to Malawi as part of

their nursi but it is not every year that Canada is able to welcome
Vi ey EHERE Malawi nursing students here. In

November of 2016, Cynthia

| Mwachande and Eliza Mlolowa,

! students at Kamuzu College of

4 Nursing came come to Montreal to

/& learn about our health system (and

experience a Canadian winter!).

They cooked a Malawi meal for the

Vanier College nursing students

who are going to Malawi in March

2017.

Unfortunately, another student,
Mary Sakala, had a serious accident
just before the exchange was to take place and was unable to attend.
However, due to the generosity of Melodie Hicks and friends, and the Jewish
Community Foundation of Montreal, Mary is now in Montreal, being fitted for a
prosthesis and undergoing rehabilitation. See her story nttp://montreal.ctvnews.ca/nursing-

student-from-malawi-overcomes-challenges-in-montreal-1.3281514

Zikomo

For generous contributions, Ontario Public Service Employees Union, Social

Justice Fund (OPSEU), the Jewish Community Foundation (Montreal), Vanier
College, Association des retraitées et des retraités de la FNEEQ (AREF), MIC
Sisters (Sister Missionaries of Immaculate Conception), Engaging Networks.

A SPECIAL THANKS goes out to the K2 Foundation in British Columbia and
Health Partners International of Canada for organising and sponsoring six
palettes of essential drugs to be shipped by air to Malawi. The Chilanga CCAP
Community Clinic is one of the four facilities to benefit from this amazing
initiative.

DONATE
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